
Pay for critical needs 
I with one-time windfall 

I wplacc t h ~  13It1 f u r n a i r  In {cmr 
hornc that cdn'l qi~itt. h r r ~  LIP any- 
n-tnrt. wht.ri i t  g ~ . b  it>ttl? Or, ~vr>uld 
you hirc a rr)nk' 

Mosl p ~ ) p l c  \r.t)uld dgnu1 th,~t ! o u  
should wphcc owl rdd furn,>r-v. Aftt*i- 

/ a yrnr of b ,~v i l i~  IJCIIU- chd, yoir ~vit~ii- 
1 fall i \ -(~ild LK ~~t1a~1stt .d ,~nd r.ut<ci l-rt. 
j bawl, >1,1< uig twcr t h ~ t  hol str>vc yo111-- 

*>It ) 1 7 r 1 ' r l  h :,7atchll tor the stow's 
h i , ~ i ,  t h ~  ) u ~ h ,  hh.iuw h a t  old t i l n - t , ~ ~ - ~  

i~~c>i~lJ prt btlblv I*. k~prlt.  
h l ~ ) n t g c ~ m c ~ ~  C ' r l&t~  i, f+r in~ a 

birn~lar choicc~. 'kt. r ~ u n t \  r ~ r n t t ! .  
Itb,~rnt5d Lhat thc hot n3al r>tdty nl.irCrt 
prinrid~d uus with a M-indfdll r l i  $71 5 
~tullir,rl ;rbn\,c. whdt rr,l:, r n > l c ~ t c r l  fr ,r  
Lhc, I t f i t  fixd ?car, prirn;r'r~l> In trms- 
ter ,mi nrordatii~n h x .  h), dit, yutlb- 
tion now is: dot3 fl-tc ~ i l u t ~ t y  put the 
money in tn bdd l y nc t~ i t ' d  i n ~ p r t n . ~  
rntvts In it. ~nfrdstn~k-tu re and criticd 
Informati(,n T~vlht~nlagy (1'1') system 
or mll the <,33h intr, XI cvcr-growing 
operating buLlget7 

Onc-timr monq. should 5pnt 

on rl~ie-hirlc projct*. In that vein, the 
C'r~unQ Council vottd in rnl t j -m 
ccn~h'r, k) wt asidc 527.S millilm t l) 
furd irnpruvcmenb fur our lnfra- 
s t r u ~ l ~ ~ w  Litid for upgrading ~ t c r a l  
m h d  coiu~ty 1'1' systt,trs. 

It's no sccrct h a 1  lht' crrurlty's irl- 

tr,~structure h a  bccn dccluung in 
rrrcnt !-tars. Th,l t's M. 1-L) I,~al Fcbru- 
ar): the council p-ii~idrri  t ~skc.d nlc 
to Irarl a task foi-cv to t ~ k c  .I hnrd 
11)ok at  our infra+h~lch~rc bncklop, 
nLlmr31y, rodd rrsurfdong, sidewalk 
repairs, 5trt.t.t l~ghtint;, park im- 
prorcmcn b the. li ktb. 

\% l l d t  tlit- I 1 i f r~ l3 t ru~ tu r~  T;l\k 
Fort-1, Jcdr~>c.cl ds thr~t for yt'drh, 

c r i t ~ i ~ ~ l  it>ti:tt\ t,icilititls and infra- 
striiituw have bccr~ eroding , ~ t  an 
,+I,~~-~niny: r,) tc, t11,uh lo bct~ign nt.g - 

Itu-t. For instiulcc, tl1~:c arc 1,WjO 
ouht;lnding work orders fur rn<tuI- 
tt.n.mcc of our pdrks.  Our K , ~ -  
p~t-tatic~n dcpartmcnl w(on'f ~ d t ~ l ~  
1111 with it5 rtlad rt.r;iirlll~ backlog 
tor 10 !cars. Even the 97 9 millillion 
the cr~~liicil addud to last yrdr's 
b u d g ~ t  f tv  infra?tmcti~rc impmvr- 
nlrtlts u'ds lust ,i smdill down pdy- 
rrlcrlt on ,111 t h ~ t  rrcL nt-tb~i to do. 

Part ol t l i ~ t  527.R rnillion thc 
cmmcil s d  ,WIL~U Itisi I I ~ I ~ I I  tli will dlst) 
t,~rgct a lcss v~\jblc, but  cqu;llly irit- 
iral ntyd At Ic&t w;cvcrd ct,i~~llv 1-1 
sys tcm~ arc ;ll in~nlinelit risk Oi 1,ul- 
1 1 1 ~  In ,\pril, tlir ('routlril's 41,lnL3g~.- 

Marilyn J. : : il. 

Commentary 

r r l t - r ~ t  ,lrul Fiscal Pol~ry (.onlm~ttre 
~ t i c l  h'l th tl~r fit-c c .o~rnt~  agcnr1r.L tr I 

l-i.vlcr\, ~Itc tlcaltti of our TT systiblm. 
 it^. Ic,irr~cd thal sc~w-al systi-111%, cl b- 
sol~~icl! L 1-uiird to I.LUUILI~ Ihe goy- 
c.m~nc.~-tt, ,3rC bciii:: hcl,l tuScihcr 
u-it11 littlc nInrc I ~ , - I I I  c lii*~\ IIJS gimn 
,-~nd nibtrcr b'lndy anil 111~ guolt 
work of It)ngtimc C L ~ U I ~ ~ \ ~  r!~~plovccs 
who knrn% hrny tcl !I\ 117rn) 

I hr 1.1- >?-5ten1 thi. crlunp LISLS tn 
p ~ y  ~,tmcIor\ and ernployc~~> - tlit3 
I cry l-tcart of rjur tir~dnr r sv5trin - 
I> I I > ( I ~ V  t l ~ ~ n  1 I vc~u-5 t ~ l d ' ~ ~ r ~ d  ran . . 

r,t>l\. bt* rt*~~dir.c~l whcn i t  brtbdks by 
counly i . r ! ~ ~ ~ l o ~ t ~ t n ~  who knrm- the 
old iumpu lcr I,ltlgllagt. i t  usch. 
When tliow t.*tilplo);ccs wtirc dnrl 
these system brc,&, rvc rak bclng 
~lnablc tn rut checks to ~cnclors rlr 
yavchcrk5 to our c m p l o v ~ ~ r ~  

lllr have also known for g;rlnle 
t~rtir that our ct>llnV Hrnlth d n ~ i  
Hurtlan and Sen ices (HHt;) h p n r t -  
n?crlt rdn't prol'ide r\  en sirmc of the 
nlilht basic information ~ ~ O I I  t the 
pcoplc i h ~ t  uw i t3 htnn.lrrs. Child 
\l;clfdre's crlrnputcrh dl!n't talk tn 
tl-iosc in Incr71ni. 5uppr lrt or to t l~ow 
UI Victim S c t ~ - l i t : s ,  dr \J  ~ L I  on Until 
~-ec.t~ntl!; HH5 h.id 131 differrnt 
cotnputtr p r o b ~ m b  10 track clicnts 
Ewn 1Irnv, .l;, I 1  IS is unable tu hwk 
key- mfr~~.mation to clctcrn~iiic 
rvhethrr pr -op~rns  arc sucrrsstul. tor 
l,r t.n ~f the sdme people art. scn-rd 
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bccn ncilcctcd. I h c r ~ ,  \a mt~tlicr 
good reason for s p t , n h g  t ~ n c - i i t ~ i ~ ,  

moticy 011 onc-timc? ~~r r ) j c ib  - put- 
ting r%indfall n1ont.y into W ~ L K I U I ~  

,.osth will clnll; drive up thc 
h u r l ~ r t  fur yr~ir5 to ct1111c and lcad tc 
a bottnm line thij t, ~;implv put, is utl- 
suhtaln~bltb 

Thc 1noro1 ot the story is that 
~vithout ncitm turnact: heatins rnir 
home, ~ j n y  food our r~cn -  c-ocrk 
sr3nc5 ilp brill btb col~l fd1-c ~nd i< t~d  


